
MEDLAR-with-WESHAM TOWN COUNCIL

MINUTES of the Town Council meeting held on Tuesday,  16th December at 7.00 pm in the Committee Room, Wesham Community Centre

PRESENT:         Councillors:  Elizabeth Bickerstaffe (Chair), I Nicols Hogg, A Hunter, P Desmond,                               	               T Rackham, A Short, K Moreton, P Desmond

IN ATTENDANCE:	Ruth Ross (Town Clerk)	 

APOLOGIES:		Councillor P Enright


CODE OF CONDUCT AND STANDING ORDERS
Members are reminded of the standard of conduct they must adhere to during Town council meetings

DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Members are reminded that any direct or indirect pecuniary or other interests should be declared as required by the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members
Standard declarations of interest by councillors
Cllr Bickerstaffe – an interest in items relating to Wesham C of E School (Governor)
Cllr L Nulty – an interest in some issues relating to Mill Farm being a neighbour and an interest in items relating to Kirkham Food Bank (volunteer)

25/152  APPROVAL OF MINUTES of the Council Meeting held on 18th November 2025 
Proposed:   Cllr T Rackham    Seconded:  Cllr I Hogg   

25/153 MATTERS ARISING
Any item not covered by agenda or action list 

25/154 POLICING ISSUES
Website Police.uk.   Stay in the Know website - reports on targeting people in car theft, stop and search etc.  
The next meet the PCSO  is at AFC Fylde on 20th December.  It needs to be advertised better.  Cllr E Bickerstaffe received an invitation to go.
PS Danny Holt has been sending emails regarding Teams Network Meetings so that parishes and towns can have a regular forum for getting together with Lancashire police.  The last one received was for 24th November.   There will be a further meeting on the 5th January 2026.  The invitation will be forwarded to us nearer the time.  Town Clerk to forward to all councillors when received.

25/155  PLANNING 

25/0660 -  7 Fairfield Way, Wesham, PR4 3EP - the Council had no comment to make on this.  Town Clerk to contact planning@fylde.
25/0413 - Taylor Wimpey 250 dwellings on Weeton Road.  No further update
25/0324 - Pennine View, Weeton Road - objection sent to planning officer on 08/08/25 - - no further update

25/156  PLAYING FIELDS AND OPEN SPACES
a)Open Spaces Contract -  

A separate meeting took place with R & J Pickervance to discuss the SLA for open spaces contactor - needs to be reviewed in January 2026.   Ask them to do the extra jobs as discussed - Pruning tree on Meadow park, cut back around bench area on Doorstep Green, cut back corner entrance o Doorstep Green, make more accessible areas to tip grass cuttings on Doorstep Green.  Remove rotten logs on Doorstep Green when replacements for logs are found.
Town Clerk to email them to do the jobs. 
b)Fleetwood Playing Fields – Existing benches to be painted.   Town Clerk to arrange this in the Spring
c) Pavillion - ask joiner to look at the door.   
d)Doorstep Green, Derby Road –  solar lights installed 11th December 2025
e) Street Cleaning in Wesham – no update
f) Monitor solar light near Community Centre at the entrance to the pathway that goes on the estate.   

25/157  HIGHWAYS AND RAILWAYS
The Town Clerk to contact LCC regarding possibility of putting disabled parking spaces outside the Coop and hairdressers on Weeton Road.  Waiting for response.  Network rail to respond regarding signage to Railway Station car park.  Town Clerk to chase up. 

25/158  GOVERNANCE, FINANCE AND INSURANCE
The Accounts for November 2025  were checked and approved by Council.  Set a date for further Precept meeting in January 2026.
Valuation of the building to be added to Precepts.   Face to face valuation £1250 or desktop valuation is £250.  

25/159  HUMAN RESOURCES - annual review to be arranged W/C 5th January 2026  - Cllr L Bickerstaffe

25/160  WESHAM COMMUNITY CENTRE - 
Garden area at the front of the building and car park to be filled in with plants that have been taken out.  SB Garden Services sent quote for planting - ask for reduction in quote as we only require some extra planting.  Town Clerk to contact in January 2026.

25/161 EDUQUEST - a discussion was had regarding using the facilities as an exam centre for 2026.  Eduquest is looking at running 24 exams at the centre next summer.  There are no local exam centres.  The sunroom is currently used for teaching students 

25/162 PATH BY SCOUT HUT 
Any further questions should be directed to the Headteacher of C of E School.  The Town Clerk responded to email from local resident.

25/163  WEBSITE  – Email addresses.  Town Clerk to contact Easywebsites to get details for to set up remote appointments with individual councillors.

25/164 MAYORAL CHAIN AND REGALIA
No update - Cllr L Bickerstaffe looking into this.

25/165 BOWLING CLUB 
Received a quote for the forthcoming year 2026-27 from T Ascroft - £520 per month totally £6240 annually.  Defer to next Town Council meeting.  Bowling club are trialling a winter season dependent on the weather.  Review what the impact on the quality of the green would be if used all year round.

25/166 FIRE STATION CENTRE OF WESHAM - no further update

25/167 DONATION THIS YEAR - Council proposed that Medlar with Wesham Town Council donate £1000 to the Food Bank and another charity.  Need to look into what local charities there are.  

25/168 ALLOTMENT ADJACENT TO BOWLING
The tenant is considering keeping the allotment and will be in touch at the end of the tenancy March 2026

25/169 NEXT COUNCIL MEETING

20th JANUARY 2026

